The tall, elegant people with Caucasian
features migrated from Ethiopia and are
descended from King David. The shorter
people with flat noses are Negroid and
came from the south. The tall ones have

De langa eleganta folken med Kauka-
siska drag kommer fran Etiopien och
harstammar fran kung David. De kortare
folken med platta nasor ar negroider och
kommer soderifran. De langa har 5,000

5,000 years of civilization in their blood,
the short ones a timeless history

of backwardness.

This is how English explorer John Hanning Speke accounted for the dif-
ferent facial features he saw at the source of the Nile in the mid-19th
century. On the basis of this legend, an ethnic state was built in Burur-
di. Some 34 years after independence, the legend is as widely repeated
in Burundi as it ever was. We commissioned Lenin, a local sign painter,
10 paint a portrait of a Hutu and a Tutsi. The paintings on the cover of
this magazine are what he came up witl

Carsten, the former US Marine in charge of security at Lukole
refugee camp, gives us his views on the ethnic conflict

Hutus and Tutsis have been killing each other for hundreds of years.
The Belgian colonials managed to stop it for a while—they rufed Burundi
through the Tutsis. But after independence, it was only a matter of time
before the floodgates opened again.

He likes this story because it helps him make sense of what he is doing
thousands of miles from home, but there is little doubt that the tale he
tells was invented in the 20th century. Pre-colonial Burundi left no writ-
ten records, and the precise contours of the past are unknowable.
What we do know is vague and ephemeral. Tutsis were herdsmen,
Hutus cultivators. Cattle were more valuable than crops and economic
status brought political powet But we also know that the boundaries
between Hutu and Tutsi were porous. Through marriage and alliance,
Hutus could become Tutsis, and Tutsis Hutus. In the Burundian royal
court of the late 19th century which was Tutsi, there was an unwritten
rule: All royal advisors were Hutu.

Solid bowndariesbe twe en Hutu andTutsiw ere buit inthe 19205 and
1980s under Belgian rde. Inthe e arly 1930s, the colonial administraton
conclicteda censusandissued identity cardslabeing everyone either
Hutuor Titsi. From that momenton, peoplés identity was castinstone
and ethnicity became the gateway to pditical and administra tiv e h stitu-
tiors. Mllage-level administrative structures were abolished, and the
leversof social control wereplacedin Tutsihands.

So the Buundi of today, inwhich a cc ess to themiltary, the admin-
istation and the professions is determined by eth ricidentty, is the latest
embodimentof a singuarly modemproject. The Burindian elite hastak-
enthe legacy of colon al politicstoit smost horrifi condusions.

“You and | might struggle to tell the difference between a Hutu and a
Tutsi,” Carsten says. “But these people can tell in an instant from the
way someone walks, the way he smiles.”

Just as there is no written record of political life in Burundi before
the 20th century, so the genealogies of Burundi's people will never be
known. History is reinvented again and again, depending on who is
telling the story

ars civilisation i sitt blod, de kortare, en
and|os historia av underutveckling.

| mitten av 1800-talet applicerade den brittiske resenéren John Hanning
Speke sin livliga Europeiska fantasi pa de olika ansiktsformerna han
métte pa sina resor till Nilens kallor.

Baserad pa den legenden byggde man upp en etnisk stat i Burun-
di. Fortfarande, 34 ar efter sjélvsténdigheten, upprepas legenden i Bu-
rundi. Vi betalade Lenin, en lokal skyltmalare, for att mala en Hutu och
en Tutsi. Mélningama p tidningens omslag &r resultatet.

“Hutuer och Tutsier har dédat varandra i hundratals ar.” forklarar Car-
sten, fore detta amerikansk marinsoldat, som nu &r sakerhetschef i Lu-
koles flyktinglager i Tanzania. “De belgiska kolonisterna lyckades &
stopp pa det ett tag, de styrde Burundi genom Tutsier. Men efter sjalv-
standigheten var det bara en tidsfraga innan det skulle béria igen.”

Carsten tycker om den har historien for det hjalper honom att forsta
vad han gér tusen mil hemifran. Men det rader det dndé ingen tvivel om
att det han berattar verkligen &r ett pafund fran 1900-talet. Burund, fére
koloniseringen, har ingen skriven historia och de exakta konturerna fran
det forflutna &r okénda. Vad vi vet &r vagt och flyktigt. Tutsier var her-
dar, Hutuer jordbrukare. Boskap var mer vrdefullt an grda och den
ekonomiska statusen gav politisk makt. Men vi vet ocksa att granserna
mellan Hutu and Tutsi var lésa. Genom aktenskap och férbund, blev
Hutuer Tutsier, och Tutsier Hutuer. Vid slutet av 1800-talet, bestod det
kungliga hovet i Burundi endast av Tutsier. Da fanns en oskriven regel.
Alla kungliga radgivare skulle vara Hutuer.

Fasta granser mellan Hutu and Tutsi skapades under 1920-talet och
1930-talet, under Belgiskt styre. | borjan pa 1930-talet utlyste den kolo-
niala makten folkrakning och utférdade id-kort dar alla férsags med,
antingen stampeln Hutu eller Tutsi. Fran och med da blev ménniskors
identitet ristat i sten och etnisk tillhérighet blev en Sppning till politiska
och administrativa instutioner. Administrativa strukturer pa byniva
avskaffades, och all kontroll lades i Tutsi héinder.

84 det Burundi vi har idag, dar tillrade till militaren, administratio-
ner och andra yrken, helt styrs av etnisk tilhdrighet, & den senaste in-
karnationen av ett sillsynt modernt projekt. Eliten i Burundi har tagit
kolonial politik och tillampat sitt arv pa det mest avskyvarda satt man
kan tanka sig.

“Du och jag far anstranga oss for att se skillhaden pa en Hutu
och en Tutsi,” séger Carsten. “Men de har ménniskorna kan avgéra en
sekund, bara pé hur nagon gar, eller pa vilket satt de ler.”

Likval som det inte finns nagon dokumentation av det politiska I-
vet i Burundi, fére 1900-talet, s34 kommer aldrig Burundis slakthistoria bli
kiind. Historien omskapas, beroende pa vem som beréttar.















