The tall, elegant people with Caucasian
features migrated from Ethiopia and are
descended from King David. The shorter
people with flat noses are Negroid and
came from the south. The tall ones have

Visoki, otmjeni ljudi bjelagkih crta lica do-
selili su iz Etiopije, a potje¢u od kralja Da-
vida. Nizi [judi spljostenih noseva su
negroidi i dosli su s juga. Visokima je u

5,000 years of civilization in their blood,
the short ones a timeless history

of backwardness.

This is how English explorer John Hanning Speke accounted for the dit
ferent facial features he saw at the source of the Nile in the mid- 19th
century On the basis of this legend, an ethnic state was built in Burun-
di. Some 34 years after independence, the legend is as widely repeated
in Burundi as it ever was. We commissioned Lenin, a local sign painter,
to paint a portrait of a Hutu and a Tutsi. The paintings on the cover of
this magazine are what he came up witl

Carsten, the former US Marine in charge of security at Lukole
refugee camp, gives us his views on the ethnic conflict:

Hutus and Ttsis have been killing each other for hundreds of years.
The Belgian colonials managed to stop it for a while-they ruled Burundi
thiough the Tutsis. But after independence, it was only a matter of time
before the floodgates opened again.

He likes this story because it helps him make sense of what he is doing
thousands of miles from home, but there is little doubt that the tale he
tells was invented in the 20th century. Pre-colonial Burundi left no writ
ten records, and the precise contours of the past are unknowable.
What we do know is vague and ephemeral. Tutsis were herdsmen,
Hutus cultivators. Cattle were more valuable than crops and economic
status brought political power. But we also know that the boundaries
between Hutu and Tutsi were porous. Through marriage and alliance,
Hutus could become Tutsis, and Tutsis Hutus. In the Burundian royal
court of the late 19th century, which was Tutsi, there was an unwritten
rule: All royal advisors were Hutu.

Selid boundaties between Hutu and Tutsiw erebuit n the 1920s and
1980s incerBelgianrue. Intheealy 1930s, hecolorid adminktration
conducteda census and issued identity cardslabeling everyon e either
Hutu or Tutsi. From that moment on, people’s identity wascastinstore
and ethnicity bec ameth egatewayto political anda dmin strative institu-
tions. Village-level administrativestructues wereabolished, and the
leversof sodialcontrd w ere placed in Tutsi hands.

So the Burundiof today, in which access to themilitary, the admin
istration and the professions s detemin ed by ethric identity, is the latest
embodimentof asinguarly modem project The Burundia ndite hastak-
enthelega oy of colonk | politics toitsmost horrific conclusions.

“You and | might struggle to tell the difference between a Hutu and a
Tutsi,” Carsten says. “But these people can tell in an instant from the
way someone walks, the way he smiles.”

Just as there is no written record of political life in Burundi before
the 20th century, so the genealogies of Burundi's people will never be
known. History is reinvented again and again, depending on who is
telling the story.

krvi 5000 godina civilizacije, a niskima
bezvremena povijest zaostalosti.

Eto kako je engleski istrazivac John Haning Speke objasnio podijetio
razlika u fizionomiji koje je uotio na izvoru Nila polovicom 19. stoljeca.
Na temelju te legende u Burundiju je stvorena etnicka drzava. Oko 34
godine nakon neovisnosti, legenda se u Burundiju nasiroko prepricava
kao i nekad. Od Lenina, lokalnog pismoslikara, naruili smo portrete po
jednog Hutua i Tutsija. Slike na koricama ovog broja tasopisa su ono
&to nam je dao.

Carsten, bivai americki marinac zaduzen za osiguranje u izbjeglic-
kom kampu Lukole, iznose svoje videnje tog etniskog sukoba

Hutui i Tutsiji se medusobno ubijaju stotinama godina. Belgijski
kolonizatori uspjeli s na neko viijieme zaustaviti ubijanja — viadafi su
Burundijem preko Tutsija. No, nakon neovisnosti bilo je samo pitanje
vremena kada ce opet poteci krv.

Carstenu se svida ova pri¢a jer mu pomaZe da pronade smisao u onom
$to radi dok je tisucama milja daleko od doma, no gotovo da nema
sumnje kako je prita koju on pripovijeda izmisliena u 20. stoljecu. O Bu-
rundiju iz pretkolonijalnog doba nema pisanih zapisa, a precizni obrisi
proslosti se ne mogu saznati. Ono sto znamo je mutno i nevazno. Tutsiji
su bili pastiri, a Hutui ratari. Stoka je bila vredhija od zitarica, a ekonor-
ski status davao je politicku moc. Medutim, znamo i to da su granice iz
medu Hutua i Tutsija bile propusne. Kroz brakove i saveze Hutui su
postajali Tutsiji, a Tutsiji Hutui. Na burundijskom kraljevskom dvoru u ka-
snom 19. stoljecu, koji je pripadao Tutsijma, postojalo je nepisano pra-
vilo: svi kraljevski savjetnici bili su Hutui.

Curste granice izmedu Hutua i Tutsija uspostavljene su 20-ih i 30-ih
godina za belgijske viadavine. U ranim tridesetim kolonijalna je admini-
stracija provela popis stanovnistva i izdala osobne isprave, kojima su
svi oznaceni ili kao Hutui ili kao Tutsiji. Od tog trenutka identitet naroda
biva uklesan u kamenu, a etnicko podiijetlo postaje put do politickih

i administrativnih institucija. Ukinute su administrativne strukture na
nivou sela, a poluge drustvene kontrole dane su Tutsijima u ruke.

Tako je danagnji Burundi, u kojem se pristup vojsci, administraciij i
zanimanjima odreduje prema etni¢kom identitetu, posljednje utjelovlje-
nje izrazito modermog projekta. Burundijska elita preuzela je ostavatinu

politike juci i njezine odredbe.

“Vii ja bismo se mogli naprezati da navedemo razlike izmedu Hu-
tua i Tutsija”, kaze Carsten. “No ovi ljudi to vide u nacinu na koji netko
hoda, u naginu na koji se smije.”

| bas kao 5to ne postoje pisani zapisi o politickom Zivotu u Burun-
diju prije 20. stoljeca, tako ni rodoslovlja burundijskog naroda nikada
nece biti poznata. Povijest se uvijek iznova izmiglja, ovisno o tome tko
prica pricu
















